Leader Overview
Volume Overview
Pursue Jesus
Jesus’ offer is remarkably clear: If we look for Jesus, we’ll find Him. He’s not hiding from us, but closely connecting with Him does take us being intentional. We’re called to follow Him, to pursue Him. In this volume, we’ll look at how individuals pursued Jesus through the challenges of their circumstances. Pursuing Jesus is not only a mental exercise for personal growth, but it also means living out our faith in tangible ways: showing up, listening carefully, receiving grace, and trusting Him.
Session Overview
Show Up
In this Live session, preschoolers will discover that Zacchaeus pursued Jesus and that Jesus miraculously changed his heart. Zacchaeus’s response resulted in salvation. Other people could see a difference in his life because he met Jesus. Preschoolers will explore how they can pursue and know Jesus too.
Bible Lesson
Zacchaeus Looks for Jesus
Luke 19:1–10
Faith Fact
I can know Jesus.
Faith Verse
Jeremiah 29:13 (NLT)
“If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me.”
Preparing for the Session
Leader Preparation Time: 20–25 Minutes
	You Will Need
Preservice Activities
	•	Toys
	•	Soft ball
	•	Pretzel sticks
	•	Grapes
	•	Paper plates
Large Group
	•	Bible
	•	Worship songs (Song suggestions: “Whoa, I Have Life” by Yancy and Little Praise Party; “Superhero” by Hillsong Kids; “What a Beautiful Name” Lyric Video by Hillsong Kids)
	•	For groups not using a phone or tablet only, add:
	•	Projector or TV
	•	Laptop
	•	Faith Fact Sound video (bell ringing)
	•	Faith Fact Slide
	•	Faith Verse Slide
	•	Faith Verse Video
	•	Bible Lesson Video A
	•	Bible Lesson Video B
	•	“Zacchaeus” Song Video
Small Group
	•	Soft ball
	•	Music
	•	Smartphone or computer to play music
	•	Small Group Activity Page, one per kid
	•	Pencils or pens, one per kid
	•	Crayons or markers
	•	“Zacchaeus” Song Video
To access session content and videos from a computer, visit: BibleEngagementProject.com/downloads


	Getting Ready
Preservice Activities
	•	Set out toys and snacks.
Large Group
	•	Download videos and slides if needed.
	•	Select worship song(s) and have them ready to play.
Small Group
	•	Print copies of the Small Group Activity Page, one per kid.
	•	Add prep that happens BEFORE the session.
First time leading Live for Preschool? Check out the Facilitator Guide.





Preservice Activities
See what’s needed at the beginning of the session.
Bible Story Warm-Up
Today, we’ll play a game that you may have played before. In our Bible story, the crowd of people made it hard for one person to see Jesus. In our game, one of you will be in the middle of our playing space. Everyone else will be the crowd on the outside of the area. I have a ball, and the crowd is going to try to keep it away from the person in the middle.
•	Let as many kids be in the middle as time allows.
•	Ask these questions.
How did it feel to be the person in the middle?
Was it easy to get the ball away from the crowd when you were in the middle?
What is something you could have tried to help you get the ball?
Today, we’ll find out more about a man named Zacchaeus. He heard Jesus was coming to his town. He wanted to see Jesus, but the crowd was in his way. He had to be creative to find a way to see Jesus because he was so short. Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus, no matter what things were in his way. I can’t wait to learn more about Zacchaeus’s story and how we can know Jesus also.
Snack
Pretzel Tree

A tree is a very important part of our Bible story today, so let’s make one for our snack. I’ll give you some pretzel sticks to make the trunk and branches of your tree. After you’ve done that, use some fruit to add to your tree. Let’s see your best trees!
•	Give kids time to make and eat their snack.
Free Play
Any extra time can be spent playing with toys.
Transition
A few minutes before service begins have kids make their way to the large group area and sit in their designated areas.
Large Group
25 Minutes
See what’s needed at the beginning of the session.

Introduction
Hi, friends! I’m glad to be here with you. We get to explore such a fun story today. This story is about someone who really wanted to see Jesus. Imagine if we had lived during Bible times when Jesus lived on the earth. It would be amazing to see Jesus. How much would you have wanted to see Jesus? Wave your hands fast if you wish you could see Jesus. (Group response) Me, too! Even though you and I can’t walk to a place Jesus is teaching and see Him with our eyes (point to your eyes), Jesus talks to us and leads us as we pursue Him.
Pursue. That’s a big word. Do you know what it means to pursue someone? (Allow responses.) Raise your hand if you have played tag. (Group response) When you play tag, many people run away, but one person pursues or chases them. With Jesus, it’s the opposite of what happens in tag, because He’s not trying to get away from us. Many people pursue Jesus to know Him better, and He pursues us too. He helps us to follow Him.
Faith Fact
When I’m pursuing Jesus, He changes my heart in good ways. I want to know Jesus more and more every day. Hey, that’s our Faith Fact for today! I can know Jesus.
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

Let’s stand up and say our Faith Fact together. You can repeat it after me. I can know Jesus. (Group response) That sounded so great! Sometimes when we meet someone new, we shake hands with them. Choose someone to shake hands with as we say the Faith Fact. Ready? I can know Jesus. Choose another person to shake hands with. Let’s say the Faith Fact one more time. I can know Jesus. Great job, everyone!

Bible Time
I want to know Jesus more. How about you? (Group response) The Bible tells us a lot about Jesus. (Hold up Bible.) We have some special friends who want to share the Bible story with us today. Let’s meet them now.
•	Play Bible Lesson Video A.

I’m glad Grandpa gave us a little time to think about that question! We’ll worship Jesus and then I’ll ask you what you think will happen next in our Bible story.

Worship
Zacchaeus climbed that tree so he could see Jesus. You and I don’t have to climb anything to find Jesus because He is always here with us. One way we can know Jesus better is by worshipping Him. Let’s tell Jesus how much we love Him and want to follow Him.
Praise
Do you want to follow Jesus with your whole heart? Cover your heart with your hands. (Group response)
Are you glad Jesus changes us and forgives us? If you are, spin around one time. (Group response)
Who wants to tell Jesus thank You? Pretend you’re climbing a tree like Zacchaeus and say, “Thank You, Jesus!” (Group response)
Sing
Now, it’s time to worship Jesus in a different way. Let’s show Jesus how much we love Him by singing together.
•	Lead the kids in singing one or two songs. See song suggestions at the beginning of the session.
Prayer
It has been so good worshipping Jesus with you. Let’s pray together.
	Dear Jesus, thank You for wanting to be with us. We want to know You more and more, so please help us to pursue You every day. Thank You for loving us. Amen.



Bible Time cont’d
•	Start Bible Lesson Video B and pause on the image of the two choices.
Grandpa and Lizzy should be back soon. Let’s think about the answer to Grandpa’s question. What will happen next? Let’s put on our thinking caps. (Demonstrate.) Did Jesus see Zacchaeus up in that tree? (Point to “eyes” graphic.) Or did He go walking right on by? (Point to “feet” graphic.)
If you think Jesus saw Zacchaeus, point up as high as you can like you’re pointing at Zacchaeus in the tree. If you think Jesus walked right on by Zacchaeus, bend down and touch your feet. Ready? Choose your answer.
Pause while kids respond.
Let’s find out if you’re right! Let’s check back in with Lizzy and Grandpa.
•	Play Bible Lesson Video B.

What did Zacchaeus do to show that Jesus had changed him? (Allow responses.) That’s right, he offered to give back any money he may have wrongly taken plus more! When we pursue Jesus, He forgives us and helps us change. Here’s what I love about this story! People all around probably could tell Zacchaeus had changed and loved Jesus. Do you want people to know you love Jesus? (Group response) I do!
Response Time
Play a worship song quietly.
Now, let’s respond to what we’ve learned today. Let’s think and pray about how Jesus might want to change us. Remember how Zacchaeus said yes to Jesus and took Jesus to his house? (Group response) Let’s say yes to Jesus today. Hold out your hands with your palms up and close your eyes. (Demonstrate action.) In your mind or with your voice, let’s say yes to Jesus.
•	Have the kids repeat phrases of the prayer after you.
	Dear Jesus, I say yes to Your love. I say yes to You changing my heart with Your forgiveness. I say yes to Your joy. Thank You for loving me so much. I’m like Zacchaeus, and I need Your forgiveness for the wrong things I’ve done. I want to follow You just like Zacchaeus did. Thank You for changing my heart. Amen.


Faith Verse
When we remember Bible verses, Jesus can use them to change us. Let’s discover our new Faith Verse with Lizzy.
Jeremiah 29:13 (NLT)
“If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me.”
•	Show the Faith Verse Video.

Jeremiah (hands at waist, spread apart, palms up and out)
29: (hands together like a clap)
13 (hands opened to “book”)
“If you look for me (one hand at brow, “search” left and right)
wholeheartedly, (cover heart with both hands)
you will find me.” (point up and jump)
Wow, great job, friends! Keep practicing the Faith Verse at home, and we’ll say it again when we’re together.
Closing
What a great time we’ve had together! I loved exploring how Zacchaeus got to know Jesus. We got to see how Jesus changed Zacchaeus’s heart.
•	Play the Faith Fact Sound video (bell ringing).

That sounds means we get to say our Faith Fact one more time! I can know Jesus.
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

Let’s stand up and put our hands on our heart and say it all together: I can know Jesus. Now, let’s tell the whole world as loudly as we can. I can know Jesus.
Dismissal to Small Groups
Wow, you said that so loudly! Now, we get to go our circles where we’ll learn more about Zacchaeus and following Jesus.
•	Dismiss the kids by groups.
	
Leader Tip: This can be done by assigning color teams or by age groups. Note that some young preschoolers may not know their age. Using a colored sticker, jersey, or wristband will help separate the kids and help identify their small groups.






Small Group
25 Minutes
See supplies and prep instructions at beginning of session or in each activity below.
	
Leader Tip: Small groups can alternate to each circle, or all groups can do each activity at the same time. If you choose to alternate, you will need at least one leader per circle.



Circle 1
Group Connection
Fast Faith Fact
	You Will Need
	•	Soft ball
	•	Music
	•	Smartphone or computer to play music
No prep needed for this activity.



Let’s sit in a circle. I want you to think about our Faith Fact. Do you remember what it is? (Allow responses.) That’s right! I can know Jesus. It’s so important that we pursue Jesus to show Him that we want to be just like Him. Do you remember what the example of pursuing was from earlier? (Allow responses.) That’s right! The example was tag. Does Jesus try to get away from us? (Group response) No, He wants us to follow Him, so we can know Him better.
Let’s play a game. I’ll hand one of you this ball (hold up ball) and turn on some music. When the music plays, we’ll pass the ball around the circle. When the music stops, whoever has the ball will lead us in saying our Faith Fact together.
Let’s practice the Faith Fact one time before we start. Ready? I can know Jesus. Great job! Who’s ready to play? (Group response) Okay! Get your fast fingers and words ready. Here we go!
•	Hand the ball to the first kid and play the music. Continue to play as time allows.
Great job! There’s no way you’re forgetting today’s Faith Fact after working together to learn it. Jesus is our Friend when we get to know Him. What are some things that you know about Jesus already?
•	Allow kids to share things they know about Jesus. Help them as needed. (Jesus loves me, helps me, etc.)


Circle 2
Activity Page Time
Dot-to-Dot Tree
	You Will Need
	•	Small Group Activity Page, one per kid
	•	Pencils or pens, one per kid
	•	Crayons or markers
Getting Ready
	•	Print copies of the Small Group Activity Page, one per kid.



Today, Lizzy and Grandpa told us a fun Bible story about Zacchaeus and Jesus.
•	Hand out a copy of the Small Group Activity Page and a pencil to each kid.
Look at your Activity Page. Do you see Jesus and Zacchaeus? (Group response) How about all the dots? (Group response) You’re going to draw a line to connect those dots in order from one to ten. Then you can see what shape your line makes. Does anyone have a guess of what it might be? (Allow responses.) Well, let’s see what you create when you connect the dots.
•	Allow kids time to connect the dots and color the picture. Help as needed.
What did you create? (Allow responses.) Why is the tree important in our Bible story today? (Allow responses.)
•	During the activity, interrupt and practice the Faith Fact: I can know Jesus.
•	Play the Faith Fact Sound video. Review the Faith Fact even if you can’t play the sound.


Circle 3
Feet-to-Floor Game Time
Freeze Tag
Who wants to play a fun game? (Group response) Awesome! This game will help us remember that we can always pursue Jesus. No matter what’s going on around us, we can find Him and know Him. One person is going to be “It.” Their job is to chase you and tag you. If you get tagged, you’ll freeze in the shape of a tree.
•	Demonstrate holding hands and arms out like tree limbs.
You can only get unfrozen if someone comes to you and says our Faith Fact: I can know Jesus. Then, you can run away from the person who is It.
•	Play as long as it takes to give kids an opportunity to be It.
You are so fast! I loved listening to you say your Faith Fact while you helped to unfreeze your friends.

Circle 4
Hands-On Learning
“Zacchaeus” Song
	You Will Need
	•	“Zacchaeus” Song Video
Getting Ready
	•	Optional: Learn the actions so you can teach the kids.



Now we’ll do something so fun! Did you know there was a song written about Zacchaeus? (Group response) There is! We’re going to learn the song and the actions. Then, we’ll sing it together. Maybe you can even teach it to your family when you go home. Everyone, stand up! You’ll need a little space, so spread out.
•	Teach the song with actions or show the “Zacchaeus” Song Video of Lizzy singing the song.

Zacchaeus was a wee, little man and a wee, little man was he.
	• Hold palms flat and facing each other as if measuring something.
He climbed up in a sycamore tree
	• Pretend to climb, alternating hands.
For the Lord he wanted to see.
	• Shade eyes with one hand and look around.
And as the Savior came that way, He looked up in the tree,
	• Keep eyes shaded with one hand and look up.
And said, “Zacchaeus, you come down from there,”
	• Wave hand in a “come here” motion.
“For I’m going to your house today. For I’m going to your house today.”
	• March in place and clap to the beat
You did a great job! I had so much fun learning about Zacchaeus with you today.
Dismissal
•	Play the Faith Fact Sound video (bell ringing).

•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.

What an awesome time we had pursuing Jesus together today! Before we go, let’s say the Faith Fact one more time. I can know Jesus. (Group response) Great job, everyone! I am so happy Jesus loves us and wants us to know Him. See you next time!
•	Send home the Small Group Activity Page with each kid.
•	Remind parents that there are Family Devotions available on the app to do with their kid.
•	Tell everyone the date and time for the next session.
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